The Burdens of the Chinese Peasantry
Chen Han-seng SOURCE: Pacific Affairs, Vol. 2, No. 10 (October 1929), pp. 644-658 W ithin the last decade many causes have combined to pull China from a status of hypo-colony, as expounded by the late Sun Yat-sen, down to the position of a full substantive colony. These have been the gradual decrease in the export of silk and tea, the increase in the import of staple food products, the import of tobacco and cotton exceeding the export of the same articles, the bankruptcy of the rural communities, the decline in the production of raw materials, the soaring prices of foreign commodities, the augmentation in the cost of production, the lower purchasing power and the depression of commerce and industry. The rehabilitation of China lies in the solution of the many complicated problems of rural economy of which the most pressing is that of the orgy of taxation. The Chinese peasantry have been mercilessly subject to this taxation for the last few years without any regard for their capability to shoulder it.
This article is devoted exclusively to the question of taxation, though it is regrettable that we do not have more statistics at our disposal. The external and internal loans, the blackmail by the militarists, the debasement of the subsidiary coins, and the unlimited issue of worthless notes were or are another form of taxation and needless to say a very heavy form of taxation. The income tax which failed expectations in the 10th year of the Republic (1921), was again brought up in the 16th year (1927) but was not enforced. The bulk of China's burdens fall in the last resort on the Chinese farmers who form more than eighty percent of the total population.
The most striking fact of China's finance has been the undue expansion of the military expenditure and the smaller and smaller income of the Government. The 27th year of Kwangshu (1901) 47,055,000 The 2nd year of Hsuan Tung (1910) 102,000,000 The 3rd year of Hsuan Tung (1911) 130,870,755 The 5th year of the Republic (1916) 152,915,765 The 7th year of the Republic (1918) 203,000,000
